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Cdr\4rgil Bolt, AP

Good NewslThe squadrcn Education Officer
An^ E,nboden, has everyf ing In p,aceto educate
the boaUng public. Allthat is required 1s forthem
to step foMard andtakethe Boat Smaft class

wjll require as pfetequisite to obiaining a Boat
operatols License. The increased attendance
will requirc us to train more instructors to cope
with ihe eniarged classes Some of our instruc-
tor will be requircd to pass an instructois
cou6e before they canteach.

Bad Newsl Drowning lncidents have contn-
ued to plague the boating community - most ale
attributed to not weaing PFDS. I have borowed
irom a paper w tten by ihe current Chairman oi
the National Boaling Safety Advisory Council
(NBSAC), [/]r. William S. Griswold. 'For years,
the National Safe Boating Campaign has ex-
hoded the public to 'Boat s'],aft, Boat Safe,
Wearlf'or older veEions, "lt Ftoals, You Dont

,",#,:ff 3"'?#,9:":' i: -y:fl "' ;::, ffijacket Every organization associated with rca
'eational boating sarety pounds that message in
classrooms, in literature, duing vesselchecks' at
boat..g boohs and In the nedla Th:s core res
sage transcends alcohol abuse, hypothemia
and all the other hazards o'e might encounter
on the water Yet the JS!!31!eI2!,EID-W9.9!'
aoe ObseNational Studv 2002. stat€s, that there
has been no improvement in PFD wear rates
over the nve-year period, 1998_2002 This study
obse'ved a total ol 7',0/4 boals and 190 936
people duing the 5 year pellod. And I belleve
that most would agree, our present tactlcs are
not improving the sltuation." End ofquote

So.ne ol our nembe's are hypocritical in this
rcspect, by telling the public io wear PFDS and
then not doing so themselves. Remember, you
are an |con o'wnat a good seamar s all abou
Dazle |nem with your \nov!4edge conmnmen.
dedicatron, and corce'" ior the average Joe ser
an e)(ample for lr'em because if we cannot con'
vince the ooating public of lhe need tor self'
drscip,ne then w€ may'ace governme_tal intel



Educational Department
sEo, Ltlc Arm Einboden, AP

The Pilotitg class concludes on December
16, and has been nol only a very hard working
class but also thefirst one to have the benefit of
lire new multi media projector. Cong€tulations
to all the studenis ior work well done. and to
Exec. Officer Travis Smith for his excellent in-
siruction. Thank you also to l\rike Close and
Susan Ley for helping out with this class.

Classes that are upcoming in the Sping are
the Boat Smart and Chart Smart classes. which
willstart on February24th and an allnew lvlaine

Electrcnics class taught by lvike Close, which
will start n March. All who are interested in the
Maane Electronics class please e-mail me a.-
soon as possible at ein@rockisland.com. , so
thar we can order sufficient materials. This clase
will be pfesented in 3 modules, with one dealing
with only electronic navigaton-

lf there are any other requests for classes,

Happy Holidays,

VSC Report
Cdr Yirsil Boyt, AP

A bell is no longer required on vessels upto 20 meteF.

A vessel of 12 meters or more but less than 20 meterc in length shall
not be obliged to give the bell signals prescribed in paragraphs (g) and
{h) of this R(lle. However, ii she doe€ not, she shall make some other
efficient sou nd signal at interuals of not morethan 2 minutes.

RULE 33(a)is amended to read as follows:

(a) A vessel of 12 meters or more in length shall be provided with a
whistle, a vessel of20 meters or more in length shall be provide.l with a
bell in addition to a whistle. and a vessel of 100 meiels or more ln
length shall, in addnion, be provided with a gong, the tone and sound of
whrch cannot be confused with thatofthe bell. Andsoon.

The coastGuad does not plan on repinting the'Navigation Rul€s'.

H.PPv
Holidays to Alll

From
cdr Virgil Boyt.

Safety Corner
cdr\,hsil Bo/, A"

I became aware of a probiem with the Flare
Pistols made bv both Olin and Orion comDanies
duing the Flare Shootout conducted at Frcd &
Peg Hoeppner's beach on Mitchell Bay.

The problem stemmed frcm a design defi
ciency of the locking mechanism used to hold
the chamber in line with ihe iing pin. I fixed the
erant gun and thought no nor€ about it until I
received a note irom D-16 VSC Chair Bob lviller,
in which he aleded me that ihis was not an iso-
lated incideni In fact, it was observed that I out
of 69 pistols being examined by a Marine SUF
veyor in Floida, had thefaulty mecharism.

A Nvlon tiD rides over a cam sudace when
the breech is opened and drops into a slot upon
closing, thereby holding the barrcl in alignment
dunng fning. However, excessive wear can
cause the tip to not lock the barrel in alignment,
causing the flare to not ignite, or if ignited, to
allow the primer to split and allow gasses to
blast frcm the rear of the nechanism. NOT A

GOOD IDEA!
In addition, ifthe nylon tip is made too soft, it

can deform, flow upward into the opening under
the baffel, and make it difficult forthe barrelto
open adequatelyto accept aflare cadridge.
You can checkthis very easilyl Tiftthe bafelup
to see if a cadidge has clearance to enter ihe
chamber, then close the breech and jiggle the
baffelto see if it locks in the closed position.

Our Vessel Exam iners willbe alertedto vetry
prcperfunclioning ofallnare guns duing aVSC.
There are two other design flawsthatcan be se-
rious and lwill elabo€te on those in a futur€ re-
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Administrative Department
LtlC SlllrmyI-ng, P

Although I am usually not at a loss for
words, I feel inadequate to describe the warm,
elegant, superb Christmas Banquet we enjoyed
on the evening ofThursday, December 4 atThe
Place Bar & Grill. lt occurred to me that per-
haps you would get a feel for my seotiments if I
simply let you read the letter ofthanks I sent to
Toni Bailey, Chair of this event. I hope she
doesn't mind my sharing.

Although I did not men-
tion the special music in
my letter to Tofli (because
I had made the anange-
ments) I want to thank
Sonja Zarck (piano) and
Lisa Lindberg (cello) for
providing Chnstmas mu-
sic for us duing the din-

January general meeting will be Capiain Ricbard
Rodriquez representing our new ma.ine store in
town, West Maine. His topicwill appealto allof

s. GPS. Navigaling the Gulf lslands in the
Fog. lf you have been pondering whether to get
a GPS or not or i'you wantto leam more about
using yours, here's yo'rr chance.

I am excited about ihe February genercl
reetng. This event wi be our big annualVal-
enline s Day Potluck (a lrttle early), and will be
co-chaned by our capabe Commander and his
Lady Watch the ne,(I issue of lhe Haftor
Ugtts to find oul what to bdng. The Grange
Hallwill be gaily decorated, sowear yourspecial
duds. and bring your sweetheart. The afrer-
dinner speakers w|L De Caplain David Goode
and his talented wife, and they will be telling us
o'tLre adventures (and mrsadventures) they
have had with their new 62joot double-hulled
sfee No+ Sea rrawle.-whrch they designed
and b.ilt. li you love the sea you will enjoy this
great evening of food, romance, and adventure!

New lvembers. As {he Bddge officer re-
sponsrbre for membershrp I want ro take tl.s
oppodun ty io welcome th ee new members inio
the squadron -hey were FdJcted by fhe Com
mander at ihe christmas Banquet, and were
happily received by the -erbers. They are
Anita Hays. a'd Carl and Barbara Tokarski.
Welcome to the squadronl We have a happy
family of boaters, and are pleased to have you
join our ranks.

ner. This special touch
to the evening was a
beautitulway to usher in
the Advent season The
piano was provided
through th€ coudesy of
member Laura Long.
Special thanks aiso go
to Liz Divers-Smith, U
C Travis Smitlr, Fred
Bowen and Carolyn
Bowen for assisting in

Coming Events.
Our speaker for the

(Left) Sammy Long pr€sents Toni Bail€y with
Ceft,Ifl.ote of Aggrectotion for her outstanding
leadership in orgarizing the Christmas party.

Dr. Dennis \,Yillows, gu€lt speaker at
Nov€mb€r Squadron MeetinS with
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You werc suqem'

Aqain, thanls l hle Your stYlel

S-mcere regaros -

Sammy Long.



Incident at Taos
sanmy Ltrg, chaplain

Years ago I stood in front of a small mission
church on the Pueblo Indian feservation ofTaos,
New Menco. The late afternoon sun cast long
shadows, creating a pensive mood, and a crisp
aurumn wrd nagged me inlo pulling my sca4 a
little tighter arc(lnd my neck.

My thoughts turned to my ancestors on my
grandmotheissideof the family-American Indi-
ans-and I wondered what kind of people they
were What were the; bellefs about the uni
veEe, and then place in it? What were their
hopes for their children? Between battles and
skimishes. did they, like me, hope for peace?
Could they even cope with the realities of our
Todern world iftheywere suddenly thrl'st 'nto m

As I mused on these thought€ an elderl,
lndian woman climbed rlowlv down a han&Tade
wooden ladderfrom her rooftop chamber, picked
her way across the cou4yard lhrough the chrck_
ens. and entered the tinv church. In a flash ol

o r thinl(' to sonla Z{€k (plaro)
and Us. undbcr8 (Gllo) for
prcYldlng Christm.r music.

intuition, my qu€stions were answered- Here at
Taos were people whose cuture was from the
past, but who were cedail]ly coping with the de-
mands of the present. And, the church before
me symbo{ized the element that made it possi-
ble. I realized thai one adjusts to the demands
of the present by means of an ancient, but living,
faith.

From across the miles a military test explo-
sion at Los Alamos shook the ground, the liitje
church, ib ancient walls, and me. But the liitle
church stood firm on its foundation, the old lady
continued to pray in peace, and I returnecl to my
car with much to ponder

Dlring this Christmas season, let each of us
ponder anew the meaning of the Christmas
story, and the peace it is capable of btinging jnto
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