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CommanderS MessagcTL..-------i)i)t-:)-)i)t7--:t-----l

Durlng the two years over !,hich I have served as
Cofinnander I have felt that our Squadron has been exist-
in8 in a state of teotat ive survival .  This has not been
due to a lack of excel lent help or a strong educat ional
progran, but rather due to a fai lure to develop a strong_
er l ine of accession and experience at the he1m.

This occurred because of a transition fron a&nin-
istrat ion by experieaced charter members to recrui ts.
I  was the f i rst .  I  was green. Although o1d hands vrere
afvays about,  f i l l ing in,  shoring up, administrat ion
has been fractured snd more inporLant ly,  accession poor.
whatever i t  h,as, T feel  Lhat i t  has been $eathered and
the future is prordsing.

The reason for this reneved confidence is the
excel lent s late of of f icers pr:esented by the noninat ing
Comnit tee. I t  is excel len! enough to have received a
note of congratulat ions fron a Dist i ict  Off icer.

Oui February neet ing is our Annual Meeting at
vhich we vote on this slaEe of nominat ions, I  urge you
to recognize a turn-of-events si tuat ion and cone to
vote at the elect ion as a sign of support .

- 
I think you w111 find the upcordng year to be

a 'z inger '  and you wi l l  want to be part  of  i t .

Ex E cu T r v E oE PA flf,P.f; ?", o,,,

Surely hope you didnrt  niss rhe Searr le ( iDpdone
boat Show jn January,  lahi te there,  I  hope you siopped
at the Por{er Squadron Booth and gave 'en a howdy fron
Friday Harbor.  Also hope you stopped at lhe Marine
Center Boolh and picked up a Flag-a-Snag. I f  so, put
i t  on your boat and i f  you spot at deadhead, jam the
fIaS i r lo i t  !  Youi l l  save ]orr le l lor . i -bodLer and
his boat nuch grief. JLrst ask rhe SUNNY SUE I

Cy Finfey, our Safety Off icer,  makes an excel lent
contr ibut ion, by his art ic les in Harbor Lights,  Safety
can be a prei ty dry subject,  but Cy has a way a.ugar-
coat ing the hessage and lacing i t  with hunor.  Might
be-a good idea to quickly revien some of Cy's nessages
before you go ou! in the boat the next tine. We r,/ant
you to returE;, . . .and safely !

You can ger a Blazer Patch with your personai  grade
and r.ank, conplete ! , / i th enaneled Power Squadron insignia
at a very conpet i l ive pr ice. Just cal l  the Lighthouse
Jn i  lorn Co, {  800-562-3838 ) Tnej :  pr i (  es on rhi  good
looking Eens and ladies blazers are conpet i t ive.

Thanks to Frank Hudson and Fred Popham we are on the
Co-op CharEing Disrr icr Honor Roo1, A i ip of rhe har
to you both for tackl ing one of the toughest jobs in the
Squadron and naking us look good. Nov, more good nevs !
Knowing Fred Hoeppner,  t l iose of you who are not contr ib-
ut ing to our Squadronts success in Co-op Chart ing are
going to hear a lot  nor:e on this subject in the conring
ronlhs.  And, l ' l l  bet  rhere wi l l  be sone chal lenses made
to encourage o.ore correct ions and recover jes by oir



BOATING SAFETY

Here's a very infor,nat ive art jc le submil l  Fd by
Fred Hoeppner that nay be closer Eo 'mainlenance' than
'Boat ing Safet \ '  but  j  f  r  he buckel-of-bo]ts stops
things can become 'unsafe'  in a hurry !

IUFL CoNlMl\ATIoN: I  d iesel  engine is a very special
engine. It's designed to Bive you far Brealer fuel ecomony
than a gasol  ine engine and to ldsl  up to four t jmes as
long ni th proper care, I !  has some unique problens'
however,  one of which is the requirenent for c lean fue1,

one problem that af fects diesel fuel  is microorganisns
such as fungi and bacter ia.  These are l iv inB creatures,
and l i !era11y bi l l ions of them actual ly l ive and nult ip ly
in your diesel fuel .  These nicroorganisms and fuogi
colonies g.ow into long str ings and form large Basses of
globules.  They appear s l  imy, and are usua. lLy black.
green or brol 'n in co1or.  This l iv ing conlaminal ion cao
be found throughout pract ical ly al l  d iesel fue1,

The funsi  and microorpar] isms ut i l ize vour diesel fuel
as their  nain source of energy. and--as.thev feed and
nult iDly,  they chenical lv after your fuel '  producing by-
produc! acids and comnon sludge, l , {here they cl ing they
iold Lhcse a,  ids and olher Laste produ, Ls agdinsL IhF
metal and olher surfaces of yout fuel  system.

This al l  results ln danage to your fuel  systen and
the clogging of your fuel  f i l ters.  The metal  components
of your fuel  systen, includlng the fuel  tank i lsel f ,  the
expenslve high pressu.e fuel  pump, tbe injeclor t iPs and
fuel l ines, and connect ing hardvare can corrode Eo a point
where they nust be replaced.

The symptons are easy to spot.  Your fuel  f i l ters can
c1op. lhe ensine wi l l  besin nissinp and nakins excesslve
noise. YourI I  not ice ro eh idl ine. there nav be a loss of
oower. the ensine mav sta11. and vou nav not ice a marked
increase in heavv black exhaust smoke.

, . ,By Cy Finley,  Safety 0f f icer BoATING SAFETY Conrinued:

.  .  
When. these symptoms appear i !  nav noL be vour engine

ar taul t  Dut iL is nost l ikely to be fuel  conlaminat ion.
rrealnenE 

's 
avai lable by using one ot  Ehe several  fuei

condrEtoners on the market.  One is u.S. Borax,s BIOB0R,
Another is PETROSHIELD XL_650 available at Snug l{arbor.
Water in the fuel  systen seens to increae cont;ninat ion;
cool tenperatures seem to decrease the rate of 8. . ;h:- '

** l t*x*{ , r f*

. ,  ,0n 
ah".9 nice cotd days vhen you have Lo get out oI

Ehe house aid can wander doun to your boal,  in;read oI
Jus!  admir ing i t  why don'E you., . . . . , . . .

CHECK YOLR iFD'Sr Check ro be
ln the heat-sealed plastic bags
fi1l.  (Squeeze the ends of the
escaping air. )ol iviously, i f  the
str:aps frayed, replace vith new

sure there are not leaks
which contain the f iber
bag and l isten for any

clolh is rot ten or the

f l?f  E\ l lNG!lSHIRS; Shake Lp dry chemicdl  exr jnguishers
and store Lhem hor izonLal lv Lo prevenL lnc powde; f rom
seLrlrng Lo Lhe boLLom. Remenber,  Halon Users,  the
Halon is not toxic but some of the products of the
react ion are. . , . . .when used be sure to vent i late wel l
before reenter ing the area.

lC gIRING| Every year several  boats are danaged or tost
by f i res vhere their  shore pover sysrems are overloaded
0y heaters or appl iance connect ions have colarode. l  or
worked_1oose and cause arcing. Check out al l  your vr i :" j  na
even i f  i t  means standing on your.  head for a f i r , r .minutesl

i[1YIG3I]!!-!IggIq: check cleanliness of bulbs, contacrs
and tuses. By the way, have you ever walked ouE on the
water a coople of huldred yard in front of  yourboat and
looked at vour navieat ion l ishts ,r  niohr ? BF honesr.
are lhey br ight enough to make you happy ? Some of rhe
pretty l i t t1e tr inkets don' !  show enough l ight !o aler i
that other fe11or bearing do\rn on you. you know don't
you,that i t  is inpossible to read the slze of a fuse in
the dark. A nice cr ick is to lape a correct s ized fuse
r iBht next to the fuse h,  lder just  in case t . re fuse blo\rs
after dark. CuLs down on Lhe screarDinq Eoo !
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
.. .89 Franl< noodsadl Ap

CoNCRATIILATI0NS are beinS held in reserve for those who.
urote the SEA,\tANSHIP exaninatloi. I an confident they
passed vith flying colors but National has not advised
us of the results.

CONGMTI'LATTONS ARE CIITN T0 TI{OSE I4]O I,IRSIE AND PASSED
TflE

PIIO?ING SXMINATION .

Don Madse!
Frank Hudson
Ed Hi l lyard
Virginia Hil Iyard
Lance Crosby
Len Burkoff
Win Sharp
Lee Canpbell

And GOOD LUCK to the six vho are currently enrolled in
the ADVANCED PILoTING course presently utderway.

The Educatior Departnent is very interested in conducting
another SFIPPER SAVER Course. We need soneone to chair
i t  as ue11 as a couple of assigtentst I tm as near as the
telephone if soneone rishes to volunteer or vould like
to sugSest goneone.

leam Boating f,af etg
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ADMINISTRATIVE DEP?|.
...89 Ianca Crosbg
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FEBRUARY I{EETING:

6:30 pn @CmAILS
7r3O pn POTLUC( DINNER

Our February Squadron Deeting ri1l be held at the
Moose Ha11, Thursday evening February 14th. This is
an iEportant Deeting, -as the business for the evening
includes election of our 1985-86 off icers.

As a 9pecial feature, bur progran fot the evening
vil l  be a &ost interesting presentation on the Yachting
events in connection uith this last sumner's olynpics
in Los Angeles. InterDational olynpic conpetit ion is
getting to be a rea11y big shor.,. Sone 2400 people
sere involved in putt ing on the yachting events alonel
Two of the officials were Wade & Robin HiU, ylio !ril1
discuss these events and, part icularly, the .o1e of
Han radio coromunications.

**x**

I'he sun' j.s gettin8 warner and lhe threat of snolJ
lessening; keep in hind the upconing boating season.
You vi]I not want to miss the l'tarch Meetins !

*******

WARNING I

Several t lmes late1y while out in the harbor, Irve
noticed large pieces of thin plastic f loating near the
surface. If  you have satt water cooling, be avare that
these can be sucked sgainst your intake screens, over-
heating can result vitb the possibi l i ty of engine
danage occurring i f  the plastic is noE cleared froo
the intake. As ln the case of f lagging deadheadg,
take tine out to fi6h such debrls out of the water
and never, never be guil ly of lett ing suih naterial
geE into the lrater fron your boat!

"T
t ,



of outstanding pieces, Each of us, thank goodness, has
There are, in the f le ld of t rumorous rr i t ing, myriadsof

of
di f ferent l ikes and disl ikes. That vhich fol lows vas
brought to ny attent ion by our Safely off icer Cy Finley
and I  would l ike to share i t  ldth vou.

to the tune of a r f l l ion dol lars to perfect his
for. turning cow f lops inlo methane gas. What I

Fron Dick Bradtey's Book"oN BOARD I'ITI{ BRADIEY"

I,ETIS HEAR IT FOR NATLRAL GAS !

DECEMBER 1978

' l f  I  totd you thaL you're s i l t ing on a mother lode of
cheap, unl imited, and readi ly avai lable energy, you'd.
pooh-pooh the whole idea. Ye!. i l rs t rue lhat  you have
within you the solut ion to the worldrs energy shorlage.
I t 's ca11ed methane gas, and i t 's formed by the deconp-
osi t ion of "epa" ( in honor of the folks vho broueht u;
YSDS).  UnforLunately,  lheEPA-crars are desr:oyine th. is
sour(  e,  forc ing us to macerate i t ,  aerdLe i t ,  s"pa-ate
i t ,  and colorate iL unt i l  i l  isn ' t  uorLh a bean,

This is an oulrage considering the advantages of methane
power. I t rs easy to generate-- just leave a holding tank
to bake in the noonday sun. And i t  requires no regulat ion,
except in crovded elevators, A11 thaE is required to
achieve a 6!a!e of total  independence from the Arabs is
to put a stop to the EPAis disasErous efforts !o eontrol
the sanitary condit ions in,  On and arouDd our boats.

What the EPA should do is supply each boat or{rer vith a
t iny converter that r . 'ou1d change the suppl ies of epa into
pouer for l ight iag, cooking, propulsion, and heat ing,
Af ler al l ,  the govertunent is subsidiziDg a Flor ida dairy
farmer
system

knov is,  what nakes con epa beEter than people
this guy's idea rorks, ve'11 just be kovtowing
farmers i rstead of Arabs. Considerlng the pr ice

and cheese, werd be better of f  with the Arabs.
to dairy
of mi lk

If one cow can produce enough nelhane to power a city of
twelve thousand people, it st.ands to reason that a familv

of four could produce enough poser to polrer a fifty-t$o
foot twin-screv cruiser on a circunnavigat ion at 17 knols.

The possibi l i t ies are endless, but f i rst  $e must wrest
control from those pover-rnad beaureauctatS r iri..Ua*h!trgion .
Then $e have.to change the al t i tude of people to epa. In
others rords, vhat 's needed is a nev progran of Toi let
training for adults.  overeat lng vould be encoura8ed.
Starchy foods r, 'ou1d be sold at a discount,  v i th special
subsidies to bean farners. Mothers would coft land chi ldren,
' rXat already, so we can take the boat out for a spin. i r
Chicago wouldprt be the only rwindy City", lrthaE is now
considered a;faux pas would becone a bravura perfornance,

I f  al l  th is Seems overblown, consider the al ternat ive.
With a single stroke of the pen' some yo-yo is Washing-
ton has decreed that your expensive boat will becone a
floating outhouse at vorst, or a floating sewage plant
at best. A cror"rded anchorage over the Fourth of July will
be unt learable, i f  not do!,nr ight dangerous, Holding tanks
have been knoun to explode with considerable force, af ter
al l ,  account ing for the occasional blue body you see
careening through the air .

Even i f  you're fortunate enough to escaPe an exPlosion,
you €t i11 have the nightrnare of disposing of blue epa.
Nobody wants it. Can you blame then?

But just think wha! r'i11 happen when all of us say, I'No

nore! Enough! We reject holdinS tanks, nacerators, f low-
through MSDS, and all the other insanities EPA has dreaned
ilp. We denand miniature converters that can be easily
fitted on boats. l,le demand that you subsidize epa conver-
sion, and stop destroying the most natural  gas of al l ! "

I t 's ei ther that,  or a return to the good o1d days of the
uooden bucket.  Donrt  1augh. there are designers vorking
this very noment on yachts with no heads as we know then
today. Instead of a cubbl -hole stuck do&n in the bo{e1s
of the vessel,  there wi l l  be a boomkin project ing off  the
stern with a plain and simple seat.  Sports f : ishernan !r i11
have rodholders affixed to their thrones, a terrific advan

' tage vhen fighting a narlin for hours on end. On a r:ough
day, this device !d11 have al l  the advantages of both a



head and a bidet,  whi le providing invigorat ing fresh air
and an inspir ing view.

I t  s inply proves that those o1d naval atchi tecEs knew
uhat they were doing when every vessel had a poop deck.
And i t  holdsout hope that someday, we wonrt  have MSDs
or ev,en an EPA. That,  fe11ow yachEsnen is the straight
poop.

*x**x+*


